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Decidation 

This volume is dedicated to A. Laurence Lyon.  Many years ago I attended a Church 

Music Workshop at Brigham Young University.  When I was young I had attended BYU 

for a couple of years before I married.  I had not finished my education.  I had returned 

to school at Salt Lake Community College and was working on an Associates of Science 

degree.  At that time I lived in Sandy which was 20 miles from the University of Utah 

and about 30 miles from BYU.  I was struggling with the decision of which school I 

should attend to complete my Bachelors.   

While at the conference I had the opportunity of meeting Bro. Lyon.  I asked him if he 

had a few minutes to advise me.  He graciously said yes.  I explained my desire to 

complete my education and a few other facts.  He ask a few specific questions about the 

field within music that I wanted to study.  I enjoyed playing in Church settings, writing 

and arranging music, and teaching students.  I wanted degrees in music history and 

theory.   

With this in mind Bro. Lyon recommended I attend the University of Utah.  He said that 

although both schools had good music programs, each had different strengths.  

I took his advice and applied to the University.  This was a pivotal decision in my life.  I 

had wonderful experiences with great instructors.  Dr. Tully Cathy taught me theory and 

counterpoint.  Dr. Linda Margetts taught me organ.  Dr. Margaret Roark taught 

Renaissance and Baroque history.  Dr. Roger Miller served as head of my master’s 

committee.  I am grateful to many others who influenced my study.   

However, the greatest blessing that I received from attending the U, was meeting my 

husband.  It has been his influence that has most dramatically changed the course of my 

life.   

The most important lesson Bro. Lyon taught me was that we never know how we may 

influence the life of a fellow traveler.  We may have a chance meeting of a few minutes, 

but our kindness and compassion may set in motion events to bless them through their 

lifetime.    
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